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Whereas, at the joint press conference with 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Presi-
dent Peña Nieto, President Barack Obama 
continued, ‘‘Political prisoners should be re-
leased. The democratic process should be re-
spected and that includes legitimate efforts 
to pursue a recall referendum consistent 
with Venezuelan law.’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses its profound concern about 

widespread shortages of essential medicines 
and basic food products faced by the people 
of Venezuela, and urges President Maduro to 
permit the delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance; 

(2) calls on the Government of Venezuela 
to immediately release all political pris-
oners, to provide protections for freedom of 
expression and assembly, and to respect 
internationally recognized human rights; 

(3) supports meaningful efforts towards a 
dialogue that leads to respect for Ven-
ezuela’s constitutional mechanisms and re-
solves the country’s political, economic, so-
cial, and humanitarian crisis; 

(4) affirms its support for OAS Secretary 
General Almagro’s invocation of Article 20 of 
the Inter-American Democratic Charter and 
urges the OAS Permanent Council, which 
represents all of the organization’s member 
states, to undertake a collective assessment 
of the constitutional and democratic order in 
Venezuela; 

(5) expresses its great concern over the 
Venezuelan executive’s lack of respect for 
the principle of separation of powers, its 
overreliance on emergency decree powers, 
and its subjugation of judicial independence; 

(6) calls on the Government of Venezuela 
and security forces to respect the Constitu-
tion of Venezuela, including constitutional 
provisions that provide Venezuelan citizens 
with the right to peacefully pursue a fair and 
timely recall referendum for their president 
this year if they so choose; 

(7) stresses the urgency of strengthening 
the rule of law and increasing efforts to com-
bat impunity and public corruption in Ven-
ezuela, which has bankrupted a resource-rich 
country, fuels rising social tensions, and 
contributes to elevated levels of crime and 
violence; and 

(8) urges the President of the United States 
to provide full support for OAS efforts in 
favor of constitutional and democratic solu-
tions to the political impasse, and to in-
struct appropriate Federal agencies to hold 
officials of the Government of Venezuela ac-
countable for violations of United States law 
and abuses of internationally recognized 
human rights. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 538—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. NEL-

SON) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 538 

Whereas approximately 282,000 individuals 
in the United States live with a spinal cord 
injury; 

Whereas spinal cord injuries account for 
billions of dollars in health care costs and 
lost wages in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 40,000 spinal cord 
injury victims are veterans who suffered a 
spinal cord injury while serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States; 

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the 
leading cause of spinal cord injuries and the 
third leading cause of traumatic brain inju-
ries; 

Whereas motor vehicle accidents account 
for approximately 50 percent of all spinal 
cord injuries to children under the age of 18; 

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop 
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and 
regeneration treatments to reduce and pre-
vent future incidences of paralysis and re-
verse current incidences of paralysis; and 

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for victims of spinal cord inju-
ries, improving the quality of life of victims 
of spinal cord injuries, and ultimately curing 
paralysis: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National 

Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month; 
(3) continues to support research to find 

better treatments, therapies, and a cure for 
spinal cord injuries; 

(4) supports clinical trials for promising 
new therapies that offer hope to individuals 
living with paralysis; and 

(5) commends the dedication of national, 
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people of the 
United States that are working to improve 
the quality of life of individuals living with 
a spinal cord injury and the families of indi-
viduals living with a spinal cord injury. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 539—CON-
DEMNING THE HORRIFIC ACTS 
OF VIOLENCE AND HATRED IN 
DALLAS, TEXAS, ON JULY 7, 2016, 
AND EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND 
PRAYERS FOR ALL THOSE IM-
PACTED BY THE TRAGEDY 

Mr. CORNYN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 539 

Whereas, on July 7, 2016, during a rally and 
march in Dallas, Texas, a lone gunman 
opened fire, killing 5 police officers and 
wounding 9 other officers and 2 bystanders; 

Whereas this act of violence and hatred is 
the deadliest attack on United States law 
enforcement officers since the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas this act of violence and hatred oc-
curred during a lawful, peaceful, nonviolent 
political demonstration; 

Whereas this attack took place with the 
intention of targeting police officers; 

Whereas Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement personnel performed their duties 
admirably during the attack and risked their 
lives for the safety of the people of Dallas; 
and 

Whereas the residents of Dallas came to-
gether to support the victims, and the fami-
lies, friends, and loved ones of the victims: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns, in the strongest possible 

terms, the heinous attack that occurred in 
Dallas, Texas, on July 7, 2016; 

(2) expresses its belief that an attack upon 
a police officer is an affront to the rule of 
law and the promise of justice, domestic 
tranquility, common defense, and general 
welfare and the blessings of liberty secured 
by the Constitution of the United States; 

(3) offers its condolences to the families, 
friends, and loved ones of those who were 
killed while protecting the city of Dallas and 
expresses its hope for the quick and complete 
recovery of the survivors wounded in the 
shooting; 

(4) applauds the bravery and dedication ex-
hibited by the hundreds of Federal, State, 

and local law enforcement officials, emer-
gency medical responders, and others who of-
fered their support and assistance; and 

(5) stands together united against violence 
and hatred, and in support of the brave and 
honorable police officers across the United 
States who work every day to keep the coun-
try safe. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 540—COM-
MENDING THE OFFICERS OF THE 
COMMISSIONED CORPS OF THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE FOR 
THEIR WORK IN FIGHTING 
EBOLA 
Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 

ISAKSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 540 

Whereas the Commissioned Corps of the 
Public Health Service (in this preamble re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Commissioned Corps’’) 
traces its antecedents to the creation of the 
Marine Hospital Service in the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen’’, approved July 16, 1798; 

Whereas the Commissioned Corps today 
consists of approximately 6,700 commis-
sioned officers who serve in 11 specialty 
areas; 

Whereas thousands of officers of the Com-
missioned Corps have deployed in the after-
math of natural disasters such as Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita and Superstorm Sandy; 

Whereas almost 900 officers of the Commis-
sioned Corps deployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan to support members of the Armed 
Forces stationed in those locations; 

Whereas the officers of the Commissioned 
Corps constitute a rapidly-deployable force 
of medical professionals who serve public 
health in the United States and foreign 
countries; 

Whereas more than 300 officers of the Com-
missioned Corps deployed to Liberia to treat 
Ebola patients, voluntarily accepting the 
risks associated with treating patients who 
carried this deadly disease; 

Whereas hundreds of other officers of the 
Commissioned Corps provided support to the 
officers who were deployed to Liberia; 

Whereas the Ebola epidemic in Liberia no 
longer represents a public health emergency 
of international concern, as determined by 
the World Health Organization, due in part 
to the intervention of officers of the Com-
missioned Corps; and 

Whereas the United States was spared the 
danger of an Ebola outbreak because the dis-
ease was contained in West Africa: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate commends all of 
the officers of the Commissioned Corps of 
the Public Health Service who participated 
in the effort to prevent an Ebola outbreak in 
the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 541—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HA-
WAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL 
PARK AND HALEAKALA NA-
TIONAL PARK IN THE STATE OF 
HAWAII, AND DESIGNATING AU-
GUST 1, 2016, AS ‘‘HAWAII VOLCA-
NOES AND HALEAKALA NA-
TIONAL PARKS DAY’’ 
Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 

SCHATZ) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 
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S. RES. 541 

Whereas the Hawaii National Park was es-
tablished by section 1 of the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act to establish a national park in the 
Territory of Hawaii’’, approved August 1, 
1916 (16 U.S.C. 391), consisting of tracts of 
land on the island of Hawaii and on the is-
land of Maui; 

Whereas the portion of the Hawaii Na-
tional Park situated on the island of Hawaii 
was renamed Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park by Public Law 87–278 (16 U.S.C. 391d); 

Whereas Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
protects and interprets the largest and most 
continuously active shield volcanoes in the 
United States and provides the best physical 
evidence of island-building processes, which 
continue to form the 2,000 mile-long Hawai-
ian archipelago; 

Whereas Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
provides access to 2 of the most active volca-
noes in the world and an opportunity to un-
derstand and appreciate the distinctive geol-
ogy and natural and cultural adaptations to 
the land; 

Whereas, through Hawaii Volcanoes Na-
tional Park, the National Park Service pro-
tects, restores, and studies unique and di-
verse ecosystems and endemic species that 
are the result of more than 30,000,000 years of 
evolution in an isolated environment charac-
terized by its active volcanic landscape and 
wide climate variations; 

Whereas, in 1978, more than 100,000 acres of 
the park were designated as wilderness, 
which constitutes the largest and most eco-
logically diverse wilderness in the Pacific Is-
lands, by section 401(6) of the National Parks 
and Recreation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95– 
625; 16 U.S.C. 1132 note); 

Whereas Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
embraces the Native Hawaiian spiritual sig-
nificance of the landscape and interprets re-
lated cultural traditions; 

Whereas the park encompasses sites, struc-
tures, objects, and landscapes that document 
more than 600 years of human life and activi-
ties on an active volcanic landscape; 

Whereas the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization des-
ignated Hawaii Volcanoes National Park as a 
biosphere reserve in 1980 and as a World Her-
itage Site on December 10, 1987; 

Whereas, effective July 1, 1961, Haleakala 
National Park was established by Public 
Law 86–744 (16 U.S.C. 396b) as a separate unit 
of the National Park System on the detached 
portion of the Hawaii National Park on the 
island of Maui; 

Whereas Haleakala National Park protects 
a wild volcanic landscape with a wide array 
of fragile and diverse native ecosystems, in-
cluding plant and animal species found no-
where else on Earth; 

Whereas extreme gradients of rainfall and 
temperature shape the remarkable biodiver-
sity of Haleakala National Park, which rises 
approximately 10,000 feet from the sea to the 
summit of the Haleakala shield volcano; 

Whereas Haleakala National Park pre-
serves places, resources, stories, and intan-
gible elements of profound sacred impor-
tance to Native Hawaiians; 

Whereas those elements are linked by the 
piko, the lifeline that honors the past and 
connects the living Hawaiian culture of 
today to future generations; 

Whereas Haleakala National Park is 
known for its exceptional scenery, including 
sunrises and sunsets above the clouds, cours-
ing waterfalls, clear pools, and crashing 
waves, lush rainforests, and sparkling, star- 
filled skies; 

Whereas the Haleakala shield volcano, one 
of the highest peaks in the Pacific, is the re-
sult of countless volcanic eruptions during 
the past 2,000,000 years and unique erosion in 
action; 

Whereas Public Law 94–567 (16 U.S.C. 1132 
note) designated more than 19,000 acres of 
Haleakala National Park as wilderness in 
1976, and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization des-
ignated the park as a biosphere reserve in 
1980; and 

Whereas Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
and Haleakala National Park were the first 
national park units in a territory of the 
United States and are 2 of the 8 units of the 
National Park System in the Hawaiian is-
lands: Now, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates and celebrates Hawaii 

Volcanoes National Park and Haleakala Na-
tional Park on the 100th anniversary of their 
establishment; 

(2) acknowledges the range of natural and 
cultural wonders that make up the other na-
tional parks and monuments of the State of 
Hawaii, including— 

(A) Honouliuli National Monument; 
(B) Kalaupapa National Historical Park; 
(C) Kaloko-Honokohau National Historical 

Park; 
(D) Puuhonua o Honaunau National Histor-

ical Park; 
(E) Puukohola Heiau National Historic 

Site; and 
(F) World War II Valor in the Pacific Na-

tional Monument; 
(3) encourages the people of Hawaii and of 

the United States to visit those parks and 
monuments, which are national treasures; 
and 

(4) designates August 1, 2016, as ‘‘Hawaii 
Volcanoes and Haleakala National Parks 
Day’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 542—RECOG-
NIZING THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY 
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
LANHAM ACT BY DESIGNATING 
JULY 2016 AS ‘‘NATIONAL ANTI- 
COUNTERFEITING CONSUMER 
EDUCATION AND AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mr. 

COONS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 542 

Whereas July 5, 2016, marks the 70th anni-
versary of the signing of the Act of July 5, 
1946 (60 Stat. 427, ch. 540; 15 U.S.C. 1051 et 
seq.) (commonly referred to as the ‘‘Trade-
mark Act of 1946’’ or the ‘‘Lanham Act’’) by 
President Harry S. Truman; 

Whereas the Lanham Act provided the 
foundation for modern Federal trademark 
protection, creating remedies for brand own-
ers suffering from trademark infringement 
and helping consumers by reducing confus-
ingly similar products in the marketplace; 

Whereas the Lanham Act was named for 
Representative Fritz Lanham of Texas, the 
primary sponsor of the Act, who recognized 
that the uniformity provided by the estab-
lishment of a Federal trademark law was 
necessary to create a nationwide framework 
for the protection of the trademarks of busi-
nesses, including logos, words, phrases, 
names, packaging, scents, shapes, and colors; 

Whereas the Lanham Act has enabled the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
to administer a strong and effective Federal 
trademark registration system that helps 
trademark and brand owners protect con-
sumers from confusion and deception in the 
marketplace and in commerce; 

Whereas Representative Lanham stated 
that a clear purpose of the Lanham Act was 
to ‘‘protect legitimate business and the con-
sumers of the country’’; 

Whereas in 2012, approximately 24,000,000 
trademarks were in force around the world; 

Whereas the Lanham Act has provided 7 
decades of protection for the consumers and 
industries of the United States, which is of 
growing importance given the explosion of 
counterfeiting activity associated with the 
growth of both global commerce and elec-
tronic commerce (commonly referred to as 
‘‘e-commerce’’); 

Whereas counterfeit products undermine 
laws, including the Lanham Act, that serve 
to safeguard consumers and brand owners 
against deceptive products in the market-
place; 

Whereas counterfeiters use deceptive prac-
tices to entice consumers to purchase coun-
terfeit goods including— 

(1) personal care products, including tooth-
paste, shampoo, laundry detergents, soaps, 
and cosmetics; 

(2) toys; 
(3) automotive parts; 
(4) military equipment; 
(5) foods; 
(6) medicines and pharmaceuticals; 
(7) petroleum products, including motor 

and engine oil; 
(8) computer chips; 
(9) agricultural pesticides and seeds; and 
(10) apparel, footwear, and accessories; 
Whereas counterfeit products pose actual 

and potential harm to the consumers of the 
United States, especially the most vulner-
able consumers in society, such as senior 
citizens, children, and individuals who might 
fall prey to the deceptive tactics of counter-
feiters; 

Whereas counterfeit products threaten the 
economy of the United States and job cre-
ation in the United States, given that intel-
lectual property is a cornerstone of the econ-
omy; 

Whereas, according to a report issued on 
April 18, 2016, by the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, the 
manufacturing, trade, and consumption of 
counterfeit products is on the rise and trade 
in counterfeit products continues to in-
crease, escalating from approximately 
$250,000,000,000 in 2008 to as much as 
$461,000,000,000 in 2013; 

Whereas there is a need to support the ef-
forts of the Intellectual Property Enforce-
ment Coordinator and the National Intellec-
tual Property Rights Coordination Center to 
minimize counterfeit activity and educate 
consumers about the illegal activities that 
consumer money might support when con-
sumers knowingly or unknowingly purchase 
counterfeit products; 

Whereas brand owners, including corpora-
tions and medium-sized and small busi-
nesses, collectively spend billions of dollars 
annually to remove counterfeit products 
from the marketplace, including the online 
marketplace, in an effort to safeguard con-
sumers from counterfeit products; 

Whereas, over time, counterfeiting con-
tributes to the steady erosion of the reputa-
tion of brand owners and the trustworthiness 
and goodwill such owners establish with con-
sumers to provide reliable and safe products; 

Whereas the Congressional Trademark 
Caucus is actively working to raise aware-
ness of the value of trademarks and the im-
pact of trademarks on national and State 
economies, as well as the threat posed by 
counterfeit products in undermining the 
safeguards that trademark protections pro-
vide for consumers and brand owners alike; 

Whereas many governmental and non-gov-
ernmental entities, including Federal en-
forcement agencies, the National Intellec-
tual Property Rights Coordination Center, 
State enforcement agencies, and consumer 
groups, share responsibility for, and dedicate 
substantial resources towards, educating the 
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